
 
Newsletter October 2011 

© Lynden School of Dance 2011 Page 1 

Pirates of the Curry Bean 
The children aged 5-14 years had a fantastic 
time at the August Stageforce Workshops. 

They produced some 
very impressive 
themed art and craft 
work, helped to 
create the scenery, 
had fun on the 
bouncy castle and in 
the swimming pool, 
played games, sang 
songs, danced and 
generally had a 
really good time.  

With some catchy 
tunes, an extremely 
witty script and 
colourful scenery, 
the children gave a 
great performance of 
‘The Pirates of The 
Curry Bean’ on the 
final day. 

We are planning 
something very 
different and exciting 
for our next 
Stageforce Workshop April 2nd – 6th at 
Basingstoke Sports Centre.  Further 
information will follow.  Watch this space! 

 

 

New Lynden Squads 
In September, following the success of our 

Junior Elite 
Squad, we 
brought 
together two 
more groups 
of talented 
dancers and 
formed a 
second 
Junior Squad 
and a Senior 
Squad. 

They have all 

been training very hard and will be making 
their début performances when they compete 
at the Burghfield Festival in November. 

 

QMC Show – Sunday 18th December 
The Squads, along with a few other special 
guests from Lynden, will be performing at 
Queen Mary’s College, Basingstoke on 
Sunday 18th December to showcase their 
developing talent. 

Tickets are priced £7.50 and will be available 
soon.  Further details will follow shortly. 

Please support the squads and come along 
and watch the show and encourage your 
friends and relations to come too. 
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Flexibility, Turns & Leaps 
The students who currently take the 
Flexibility, Turns, and Leaps classes are 
progressing at a rate of knots! I can already 
see the benefit to the children when I see 
them demonstrating the graded work with so 
much more ease and strength.  

 

Good flexibility and strength are vital to 
being an accomplished dancer and I highly 
recommend these classes to all of our 
students.   

The classes 
take place at 
Basingstoke 
Sports 
Centre: 
Wednesday 
4.30 – 5.15 for ages 11 years and over and 
on Thursdays 6.30 – 6.15pm for ages 6 -10 
years.  

Students can pay for 
the classes weekly for 
the first 3 sessions 
(£4.20) before 
committing to the full 
term. 

 

Booking is not 
necessary, just turn up. 

Adult Tap Classes 
We are running a 
new beginners’ 
adult tap course 
with a taster 
session on 
Thursday 3rd 
November and six 
consecutive 
classes thereafter. 
The classes start 
at 2pm and finish 

at 2.45pm, allowing enough time for mums 
to collect their children from school. 

The classes are open to ladies and gents of 
all ages and are a great way to have fun and 
exercise at the same time.  

Taster session 3rd November - £5.00 

6 week course – Only £30.00! 

Please confirm your place with Debbie or 
email lyndendance@aol.com. 

Please note that you don’t have to wear tap 
shoes, hard soled supportive shoes will be 
fine. 

Split Sole Jazz Shoes 
Split sole Jazz shoes with elastic sides are a 
relatively new design. They are much softer 
than the 
standard jazz 
shoes, allow a 
much better fit, 
and enhance the 
look of a 
dancer’s pointed 
foot. Jazz shoes 
are compulsory 
for Modern/Jazz 
from grade one. 
(Bare feet for 
Preparatory and 
Primary grades) 
When your child requires new jazz shoes, I 
highly recommend this style of shoe. 
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Performance Medal Tests 
Friday 28th October – Sports Centre 
 

Please note that the following 

information is not related to the Pre-

School mime medal tests. 

 
The programme 
for the medal test 
is now available 
on our web site. 
Dancers need to 
arrive at least 1 
hour before their 
allocated time slot 
to allow enough 
time to get ready 
and be fully 
warmed up before 
their 
performance. 

Please note that parents are responsible for 
providing suitable costumes and stage make-
up for their child’s routine. You will find 
information regarding this on the web site, 
but please don’t hesitate to ask Debbie or 
Charlotte if you require any further advice. 

All dancers taking part in the medal test are 
required to attend the extra rehearsals on 
Wednesday 26th October at Basingstoke 
Sports Centre. The rehearsal will be between 
10.30am and 12.30pm. A detailed schedule 
of individual time slots will be available on 
the web-site soon. 

The performance 
medal tests 
require an 
audience and all 
Lynden members 
and their family 
and friends are 
invited to come 
along and watch. 
The admission 
charge is only 
£3.50, payable 
on the door.  This 
allows you to watch as much or as little as 
you choose. 

I would like to encourage as many Lynden 
dancers and their families as possible to 
come along and see the talents of our 
dancers.  I feel that it helps to inspire and 
motivate the children and gives them 
something to aim for.  Much can also be 
learnt from hearing the constructive advice 
given to the individual performers by the 
expert examiner.  It also gives parents an 
insight into what the children can achieve 
and how the medal test system encourages 
and helps them to build confidence. 

Please note. To avoid distracting the dancers, 
we do not allow children under the age of 
three years into the audience.  

Burghfield Festival 
We have a record number of dancers 
competing in The Burghfield Festival in 
November. They will be competing with their 

solo, duet, trio, and 
group routines 
against other 
dancers from dance 
schools around the 
country  

Our two new squads 
will be competing for 
the first time and 
our already 
established Junior 
Elite Squad will 

performing 
their 
routines 
from 
Danceforce 
2011, plus 
their new 
lyrical 
routine 
‘Tears in 
Heaven’. 

We wish all of our dancers lots of… you know 
(that word beginning with ‘L’ that is actually 
unlucky to mention) and we will keep you 
posted with their results via the web site and 
Facebook. 

The programme for the Festival will be 
posted on the web site as soon as it is 
available. 



 
Newsletter October 2011 

© Lynden School of Dance 2011 Page 4 

Commercial Dance Workshop 
Thank you to everyone who attended the 
Commercial Dance Workshop and especially 
thank you to Luke Brown for teaching us 
some great new moves and techniques. The 
photos from the workshop are now on the 

web-site 
and a 
short 
video 
clip of 
the 
routine 
that the 
senior 
group 
learnt in 
less than 
hour is 

available to view on our Facebook page. 

If you are interested in taking regular 
Commercial Dance Classes with Luke, please 
let me know. 

Performance at Sadler's Wells 
Theatre, London - 14th April 2012 
We are excited to announce that we are once 
again able to offer all of our dancers aged 6 

years and over the 
opportunity to 
perform at Sadler's 
Wells Theatre on 
Saturday 14th 
April.  Performing 
at one of the most 
famous theatres in 
the world is an 
incredible and 
invaluable 
experience, giving 
the children an 
insight into the 
working and 

discipline required to perform in a 
professional setting. 

Further information will follow.  Please check 
the web-site regularly to ensure that you 
don't miss out on this fantastic opportunity! 

Her Majesty's Theatre, London 
The Lynden Squads will be performing at Her 
Majesty's Theatre, London on Sunday 27th 
May 2012. 

Another fantastic opportunity for our dancers 
to gain performance experience in a 
professional setting! 

Please put this date in your diary and check 
the web-site for updates. 

Facebook 
With winter coming and the 
possibility of adverse 
weather conditions that may 
affect dance classes, 
Facebook is by far the 
quickest way for us to get 
information to our members regarding any 
necessary class cancellations.  It is also a 
great way for us to share photos and videos 
of our events and keep you updated with our 
latest news. 

If you haven’t done so already please join 
Lynden Dance on Facebook. 

 

Debbie Palmer 
Principal 

Lynden School of Dance 
 

Tel: 01635 297537 

e-Mail: lyndendance@aol.com  

Visit us at www.lyndendance.co.uk 


